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THE STORY
OF 1600 HP

The life and restoration of one of the very
earliest right hand drive E-types
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The bonnet had been stripped to bare
metal and not refinished. The rest of
the body had been painted white

with a paintbrush, Virtually all of the
eather, vinyl, carpet, and cloth was
removed from the interior. The dashpad
was split in half. The bumpers had

een removed and thrown inside along
with a few spares [like a new, boxed

original dash and console aluminum set).

But the car had never been wrecked
except the under-nase pan [which
had seen tog many parking blacks)
and was the only piece of shaet matal
requiring repair or replacement. With
fresh gas in & coffee can and a new
battery, it actually started but it was
not remately drivable. But it was solid,
and all the original parts were there”
With a new battery and an infusion
of petrol, the E-type returned to the
road, and in Movember 1989, Lott
had it restored by Elite Classics of
Manclova, Ohio, under his supervision.
"The wehicle was totally disassembled,
and the monocogue dipped. Every

"A decade later, the burning question
remains - does the E-type live up
to Paul’s hopes and dreams?”

component was rebuilt, remewed, or
replaced.” The process was completed
n Saptember 1991, and by 1992, the
E-type was “"Best of Show" at the
Concours IElegance in Dearborn,
Michigan.” Lott sold the Jaguar in
1996 to the Japanese collector Matsuo
Yoshida, and Paul thinks 1600 HP
returned to the UK circa 2012. Two
yRars laker, it underwent a further r11._|.j-;_:|r
restoration by Classic Motor Cars.

A decade later, the burning guestion
remains = does the E-type live up to
Paul's hopes and dreams, which date
back to the 196057 His answer is:

“This car is everything | wanted and
dreamed of - and mare. Nat only is
t a Series 1 FHC, but owning a car of

such provenance makes it even more
spacial. My original goal was an E-type
that | could regularly drive, but this
one is so precious that | can only drive
within an howr's radius of my house, |
do take it to local shows, but | never
drive it in the rain® MNaturally, as with
any great car, 1600 HP has its minaor
drawbacks. The seats were the subject
of adverse comments from the motor
press of the early 1960s, while Paul
cbserves: "At the age of 63, | have to
practice making an exit and entrance
fram the E-type if | do not want to
lsak like a completa fooll It seemad
easier with rmy first one, but that was
a2+2, and | was a lot younger then!”
Further issues include the heater,

which was not a J._‘l.l._;u.jlr 5[r-;_:-|‘|-;:|;‘;|0|||l, at
that time, and the driving position. In
June 1962, the company responded to
customer complaints and revised the
front floorpan to create more space

far the cccupants” legs. Paul remarks
“If you are tall, there is just not enough
seat ud]u[-.trrw_"ll, The pasition of the
steering wheel can be altered, but you
still have to adopt a “bent knees® look
when driving, and joints can become
cranky when you are a certain age”
The Moss gearbox is another challenge,
and in 1961, Car and Dnver complained:
“The transmission has such poor
synchromesh that gears are never
changed needlessly.” In Paul's opinion:
The lack of :.':,rr'.ﬂ"r-;_;l'rlq_ﬂ,h on bottorm
gear is very noticeable, and asitis a
four-speed box, you feel as though you
are about to run out of ratios when
travelling at 40-50 mph, In fact, you
can use fourth gear when driving dawn
your lacal high street. My car was fitted
with another five ',F_H:’EEJ Box wihan it
was in the USA, but a previous owner »
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